
HATCHER PASS RECREATIONAL 

AREA ACCESS, TRAILS, AND 

TRANSIT FACILITIES 

PUBLIC HEARING        JUNE 23, 2010



- This Matanuska-Susitna Borough (MSB) and Federal Transit  

Administration (FTA) hearing is to allow comment on the draft 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

- This project does not address the revisions to DNRõsHatcher Pass 

Management Plan.

- Hearing Format

ÅOpen House for Q&A

ÅPresentation

ÅTestimony
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- Please sign up to give testimony

- Please stay on point; 3 minutes max

- Written comments will be accepted 

until July 30, 2010.
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Á Federal funds received through the FTA (approximately $6 

million ðincluding the local match) for:

- Environmental analysis, public involvement, 

survey, geotech, preliminary engineering and EIS

(approximately $2.9 million).

- Right-of-way acquisition, final design and 

construction of Southern Area access road, parking   

and transit facility (approximately $3.1 million).
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Á The EIS covers impacts associated with the proposed 

transit-related improvements in the Northern and Southern 

Areas including: 

Access roads, a non-motorized separated pathway   

(exclusive to the Southern Area), parking areas, transit 

facilities, and trail connections.

ÁThe MSBõs planned Nordic and Alpine ski area developments 

are addressed as secondary (indirect) impacts.
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Purpose

To develop access and transit related infrastructure in both the 

Northern and Southern Areas to support existing year-round 

recreational use.  Proposed improvements would also support 

the MSBõs plans to develop Nordic and Alpine ski areas in the 

Northern and Southern Areas.
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Need

This project will address the lack of sufficient public 

transportation access, parking, and transit facilities to 

accommodate existing and future recreational use of the area. 
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Northern Area (Alpine): 

- Ski lifts

- Day lodge

- Snow making & night 

lighting

Southern Area (Nordic):

- Nordic and multi-use trails

- Day lodge

- Mountain access road

- Mid/upper parking areas

- Stadium

Analyzed as secondary (indirect) impacts:9
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Á Cultural/Historic Resources Survey

Á Vegetation/Habitat Mapping

Á Fish and Aquatic Surveys ÁWetland Delineation

Á Eagle Nest Survey   

Á Air Quality Analysis

Á Noise Analysis
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Á Survey

Á Traffic Analysis

Á Hydrology and Hydraulics Report 

Á Geotechnical Investigation 

Á Draft Preliminary Engineering Report 
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Considerations:

Á Property ownership

Á Topography

Á Gradients

Á Destination

Á Length of roadway

Á Stream crossings, wetlands and 

other environmental resources

Á Cultural resources (e.g., historic 

sites and trails)
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Á Existing road does not adhere to design criteria.

Á Realigned road to comply design criteria.

Á New parking area adds a transit facility, bus bays/ layover 

areas, and additional parking spaces.

Á Proposed road and parking area avoids location of public 

use area boundary.
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