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The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF)
Initiated a Reconnaissance Study to evaluate northern access to
U-Med District.




PURPOSE
AEvaluate access alternatives that would improve traffic circulati

In the UMed District and reduce congestion on nearby roads

NEED

AThe UMed District is one of the highest density employment are
In the MOA

AMajor institutions in the area continue to expand and increase
employment

AAccess is limited to three points that are poorly located to
accommodate demand from the north or east

AThe existing access points are over capacity, resulting in traffic
congestion and increased accident rates



A reconnaissance study:

Aldentifies project purpose & need and potential alternatives
ACollects data on these alternatives and estimates costs

ARecommends which alternatives (includingmaalél solutions
e.g. bus, bike, and pedestrian) should be carried forward into
future environmental documentation and preliminary engineeri

ADefines the project scope
ADoes not recommend a preferred alternative
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A The Northern Access project
was included in the LRTP update




Northern Access to University Medical District Study FY2009 Request: $2,000,000

Reference No: 45632
AP/AL: Allocation Project Type: Construction
Category: Transportation
Location: Anchorage Areawide Contact: Frank Richards

House District: Anchorage Areawide (HD 17-32) Contact Phone: (907)465-3900
Estimated Project Dates: 07/01/2008 - 06/30/2013
Appropriation: Connect Anchorage

Brief Summary and Statement of Need:

Project consists of a reconnaissance study to evaluate alternative northern access into the
Anchorage University Medical (U-Med) District. This project contributes to the Department's Mission
by reducing injuries, fatalities and property damage and by improving the mobility of people and

goods.
Funding: FY2009 FY2010 FY2011 FY2012 FY2013 FY2014 Total
G/O Bonds $2,000,000 $2,000,000
Total: $2,000,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $2,000,000
I” State Match Required ¥ One-Time Project [~ Phased - new I Phased - underway I~ On-Going
0% = Minimum State Match % Required ™ Amendment ™ Mental Health Bill
Operating & Maintenance Costs: Amount Staff
Project Development: 0 0
Ongoing Operating: 0 0
One-Time Startup: 0
Totals: 0 0

Additional Information / Prior Funding History:

Project Description/Justification:

Project consists of a study to analyze options for improved roadway access into the Anchorage U- Med District. The U-
Med District is one of the largest employment centers in Anchorage and generates tremendous volumes of traffic yet
there is no direct access from the north. This new connection would avoid the need to utilize Northern Lights Boulevard
and UAA Drive which are currently over capacity with average daily traffic counts approaching 43,000 and 10,000 cars
respectively. The intersection of Northern Lights Boulevard and UAA Drive is one of the 12 intersections in Anchorage
with the most traffic accidents. This is the first phase to develop a conceptual design, scope and cost estimate.



A East Anchorage Study of Transportation (2A83)

A U-Med Study
ALRTP

A Reconnaissance Study




Study Area Background

ATheUMed District is one of
fastest growing employment areas

ADistrict employs about 16,000 people or 11% of the
Anchorage workforce

The Municipality Of Anchor
Aldentifies the tMed District as a major employment
center

ADesignates the-Wed District for increasing employment
density



e (D Study Area Background
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AEast Anchorage Study of Transportation (2883) indicated
the district is one of the busiest destinations in Anchorage

ATraffic delays and significant congestion at existinyldd
access corridors

ANo direct routes from north and east Anchorage into 4ied)
District

ATraffic congestion and eaf-direction travel complicate access
to the largest medical complex in Alaska and its emergency
facilities

AElevated crash rate al AADrive/Northern Lights Boulevard

10



UAA Drive at Northern Lights Boulevard
Crash statistics for period from 01/01/2002 to 12/31/2006

Crash Severity # of Crashes in Avg Annual Cras Statewide Avg

Period Rate* Crash Rate**
Fatal 1 0.01
Major Injury 3 0.04
Minor Injury 34 0.40
Property Damage 112 1.29
Total Crashes 150 1.85 1.38

Note:*Crash rate calculated per million entering vehicles (MEV) over a 1 year period

**Statewide average crash rate for signalized intersection with 3 approaches
for FFY2006.

SourceDOT&PF2009



Existing Traffic Conditions
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Future Traffic Conditions

> Northern Access /4

e 2027ADTVolumesz No Build

E. NORTHERN LIGHTS /|

BLVD.
N25626= mmmm m—— e—— — —

AN
N

< 3
b Zargl

0.9,

P

“wowe 0417227 v E.40THAVE © 12104+

1S ¥3adid

-
w
-——muLmI——







