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This memo is in response to Mary Lee Plumb Mentjes’ comments (dated January 29,
Purpose: 2007) on wetland U4.

Vegetated area adjacent to “ChangePoint Church (Used to be Alaska Seafood
Study Area: International)” between Raspberry Road and Rovenna Street.

In reviewing aerial photos (Aerometric, Inc. June, 2002 and digital orthorectified
image at 1' pixel resolution) of the U4 area (depicted in the SPN 05-05 located east
of Rovenna Street), it looks as if the entire area classified by the U.S. Corps of
Engineers (USACE) as U4 is not a wetland. The aerial photograph shows this area
dominated by paper birch forest mixed with some spruce trees, surrounded by
developed areas.

Assumptions: It is important to note that the AWMP (Map 54) does not depict this area as a
wetland. This has lead to some confusion in reading the permitting language under
SPN 05-05 — Final Modified General Permits; The SPN reads “...for the placement of
fill into wetlands of the Municipality of Anchorage, which were designated “C” in the
AWMP Revision ...... " The confusion lies in that the AWMP did not show this area
as a Class C wetland and therefore it is perplexing that it now falls under SPN 05-05.

Reviewed aerial photos (Aerometric, Inc. June, 2002 and digital orthorectified image

Methodology: at 1' pixel resolution) of the project area, followed by a site visit on February 21,

2007.
Findings and The U4 wetland in question crosses one mapped soil type: Doroshin peat, 0 to 7
Conclusions: percent Slopes (417). Doroshin peat soils are described as very poorly drained and
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Continuing to the Southeast — Vegetation Pictures taken for ChangePoint parking lot



formed by organic material over loamy and gravelly sediments. Its classification
indicates that the soil is hydric in this area.

Based on aerial photography, the only visible change in vegetation (i.e., stunted plant
growth) is to the northeast of area U4, and it appears be stunted black spruce
woodland and bluejoint reedgrass. However, no work is proposed in this area.

Additionally, a field visit on February 21, 2007 indicated that a sports dome has been
constructed within the U4 wetlands (see attached Figure and photos), since the
aerial photograph was taken in 2002.

Based on aerial photography interpretation there are no visible hydrology indicators
within the U4 area; including no surface saturation, streams, or ephemeral drainages.
The NRCS Soil Survey of Anchorage Area, Alaska (2001) explains that construction
adjacent to this area may have altered the water table.

Wetlands are based upon the presence of hydrophytic vegetation, hydrologic
indicators, and hydric soils. Based on the findings described above it has been
determined that no areas within the mapped project area meet the USACE criteria for
being classified as wetland and therefore are not subject to jurisdiction under
Section 404.

This conclusion is consistent with available mapping from the AWMP (Map 54) as
this dataset does not show any wetlands mapped within the project area.

Recommendations
and Action Items:

HDR recommends that a field visit in the project area is performed after the snowmelt
and prior to obtaining any permits.

References:

e aerial photos (Aerometric, Inc. June, 2002 and digital orthorectified image at
1' pixel resolution)

e USACE SPN 05-05

¢ Anchorage Wetlands Management Plant (2004)

e NRCS Soil Survey of Anchorage Area, Alaska (2001)
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