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OFFICE OF HISTORY AND ARCHAEOQOLOGY
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This office received your letter on March 23, 2007 concering e%mposeﬁ RS

Dowling Road Connection project. We reviewed this undertaking for potential impacts
to historic and archaeological resources pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act. We concur with your determination that the-five bujldings are not
eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. Furthetmore, we copncur
with your finding of No Historic Properties Affected.

In the future, this office will not accept determinations of eligibility for historic buildings
that are not accompanied by an appropriate historic context. A historic context provides
information to properly evaluate historic buildings. This siep aflows for comparison of
similar resources and justifies the determinations made by the agency. Without the

_development of a context, findings are not defendable.

The next time a context is developed, please consult the National Register Bulleting and
the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. Both publications provide guidance and
assistance for agencies and the public. In general a context identifies a cultural theme
and specifies the spatial and temporal limits of the theme.

Rescarch could include oral histotries, secondary resources, newspapers, property records,
photos, probate records, aexials, pexmits, state inventory and consultation with the local
preservation organizations. After information is collected, it must be synthesized to
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teveal trends, cultural values and aesthetic values. Next, define the property types and
determine if the studied resources fit into the context.

Please consult with this office early to ensure that contexts are properly developed in (he
future. Without a context, it is difficult for an agency to make an eligibility
determination without bias. Please contact Doug Gasek at 269-8726 if you have any
questions or need further assistance.

Sincerely,
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Judith E. Bittner :
State Historic Preservation Officer
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cc: Susanne Fleek-Green, Anchorage Historic Preservation Commission



